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Washington—Ford admin-
istration attempts to keep a
tight lid of secrecy on the Na-
tional Security Agency col-
lapsed yesterday when two con-
gressional paneis moved ahead

with plans 0 heid publie heac-
ings on the supersensitive elec-
tronic intelligeace organization.
In a separaie develepment,
the Senate S2i2ct Committee on
Inteiligence  Activities -an-
noucced thut Sohn N. Mitchel,
attorney zeneral in the Nixon
administraticn, #ill appear ata
public hearizg ioday to answer
questions a2out his knowledge
of an iizgai zail-opening pro-
gram rza 5y 1te Cenhal Intel-

‘tligeace 2 '“"C?

. Mitczell, 2o resigned in
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1972 to run Mr. Nixzon's re-
election campaign and was lat-
er convicted in a Watergate
trial of perjury and obstruction
of justice, will answer questions
in the Caucus Room of the Old
Senate Office-Building.

That is where two years ago
he appeared involuntarily be-
fore the Senate Watergate
Committee and told of what he
called “White House horror sto-
ries” involving illegal cam-
paign practices.

He is "Xpected to be asked

.what he knew about ire CIA’s,

20-year-long mail-opening pro-
gram and whether, as chief law.
enforcement officer in the ex-

B

2¢utive branch, he approved
sonething he knew to be ille-
gal. : ' =

On NSA, the Senate commit-
tee had previously scheduled a
series of public hearings focus-
ing on certain agency practices'
that appeared -to committee!
members illegat or unconstitu-
tional. _
. Some of thesa ‘practices,
though made public uofficially
in the past, were hrought into
the open by an official body for
the. first time yesterday, when
Representative Bella S. Abzug
(D., N.Y.) insisted on going
through with a pro forma pub-
lic hearing in which she persoa-
ally released details of a gov-
ernment program to monitor
international cable communi-
cations.

The program  involved
agents of both the NSA and the

Federal Bureau of Investiga-}

tion, according to information
gathered by her staff.

Mrs. Abzug, chairman of a{

House subcommittee on gov-
ernment information and indi-
vidual rights, rejected an 11ih-
hour appeal irom the Attorney
General, Edward H. Levi, to
postpone the hearing.

Efforts to proceed in an or-
derly manner were interrupted
by quorum cails on the House
flcor, att empts by the Republi-

- can minority to postpoe the
_session, and the failure of wit-

nesses from the FBI and var-
ious cable-companies to appear.

When the hearing finally did
begin, Mrs. Abzug made pubdlic
some results from the staif in-
vestigation, including charges
that the FBI and NSA routineiy
esamined all cable traific rout-
ed through the Washington of-
fice of the Radio Corporation of
America (RCA) and all cable
traffic to selected countries

souted througd the Washingron
ofiice of the ITT-World Com—
munications. -

The subcommittee heard
testimony from two AT. & T.
officials, and then voted to seek
subpoena power from the full:
Government -Operations Com-
mittee to bring in witnesses
who did not appear yesterday.

Later, in a press release,
Mrs. Abzug said she would call
Mr. Levi, Lt. Gen. Lew Allen,
Jr., NSA director, and Clarence
M. Kelley, FBI director, to tes-
tify at a later hearing.

Senator Frank -Church (D,
Idaho), chairfnar of the Senate
Intelligence panel, said his

committee decided to go ahead

next-week with public hearmgs
an NSA artivitieq
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